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THE COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS /OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION TO TAKE THE FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS' EXAMINATION

Please carefu lly read th ese ins truction s.    Each applicant must be aware of all the requirements

that follow and co mply w ith those tha t are app licable.  The  comp leted app lication mu st be

typewritten or leg ibly pr inted  in ink.  A  sepa rate a pplication mu st be filed for Registration as a

Law Student.  The registration and First-Year Law Students’ Examination applications can be

submitted on line at www.calbar.ca.gov.

The First-Year Law Students' Examination is administered in the Los Angeles and San Francisco areas in June and October.

The examination includes both essay and multiple-choice questions.  All law students who have completed one year of law

study are eligible to apply for the First-Year Law Students' Examination.

PERSONS REQUIRED TO TAKE THE FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS’ EXAMINATION

Rule VIII, Section 1(b) of the Rule s Re gulat ing Admis sion  to Pra ctice  Law  in Ca lifornia  (Rules) states:

“An applicant who  is req uired  to tak e the  First -Yea r Law  Stud ents ' Exa min ation  shall n ot rec eive c redit  for an y law st udy un til

the applicant has passed the examination.  An applicant who passes the examination within three consecutive administrations

of first becoming eligible to take the examination upon com pletion of o ne yea r of law  study, sha ll rece ive credit fo r all law study

completed to the date  of the  adm inistra tion o f the e xam ination pas sed .  An applica nt wh o doe s not  pass  the exam ination with in

three consecutive administrations of first becoming eligible to take the examination but who subsequently passes the

exam ination sha ll receive cre dit for his or h er first year of  law study on ly.”

EXEMPTION FROM THE FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS’ EXAMINATION

Rule VIII, Section 1(a) of the Rules states:

“Every person who intends to seek  adm ission as a  gene ral ap plican t sha ll take  the F irst-Y ear L aw S tude nts' E xam ination

following completion of one year of law study unless such person:

  “(1) Has passed the bar examination of a United States jurisdiction, a possession, territory, or dependency the United States

may hereafter acquire or of a country where the common law of England constitutes the basis of jurisprudence; or

  “(2) Has satisfactorily completed the first year course of instruction in a law school accredited by the Comm ittee or approved

or provisionally approved by the American Bar Association at the time of the applicant's matriculation or at the time the

applicant completes the first year of instruc tion an d had  com pleted at lea st two  years  of co llege w ork a s def ined in

Section 1, Rule VII of these Rules prior to m atriculating in s uch ac credited o r approv ed law sc hool.”

A gene ral ap plican t sha ll be deemed to have satisfactorily completed the first-year course of instruction in an accredited law

school when he or she is advanced to the second-year course of instruction at the same accredited law school, whether or not

on probation.

EXEMPT APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT PASS THE EXAMINATION

Rule VIII, Section 1(e) of the Rules states, in pa rt:

“. . .  An exempt applicant who unsuccessfully takes the examination shall not be subject to any of the sanctions, requirements,

or law stud y credit limitation s which  are othe rwise im posed  by this Rule o n unsu ccess ful non-e xem pt applican ts.”
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FOREIGN EDUCATED APPLICANTS

An applicant who has received his/her legal education outside the United States and whose evaluation for determination of

eligibility to take the California Bar Examination required passing the First-Year Law  Stud ents ’ Examin ation  will rec eive c redit

as is determined by the State Bar’s Office of Admissions.

REGISTRATION AS A LAW STUDENT

An application for the First-Year Law Students' Examination will be considered incomplete unless the applicant previously has

registered with the Comm ittee of Bar Examiners (C ommittee) as a law student in compliance with Section 6060(d) of the

Business and Professions Code and Rule V of the Rules.  Registration can be comp leted on line at www.calbar.ca.gov.

EXAMINATION TEST CENTERS

Each applic ant shou ld select the Test Center at which he/she wishes to take the examination and enter the name on the line

and the code in the boxes provided on the application form.  Assignment to an applicant’s preferred test center cannot be

guaranteed.

APPLICATION PROCESSING

All applications are processed in the State Bar's Office of Admissions in Los Angeles.

Send completed application and fees to:

The S tate Ba r of Califo rnia

Department 7143

Los Angeles, CA 90088-7143

Application s sent "certified" must be addressed to the State Bar’s Office of Admissions:

1149 South Hill Street

Los Angeles, CA  90015-2299

Any ques tions rega rding the s tatus of a n applica tion mu st be in writing  and direc ted to the L os Ang eles office . 

APPLICATION ACKNOWLEDGMENT

An application acknowledgm ent letter will be sent 2-4 weeks  after receipt of an application.  Applicants who do not receive

acknowledgment letters should contact the Office of Admissions.

COMPLETION OF APPLICATION

Before filing the application, the applicant should make sure he/she is registered with the Committee and check the application

to confirm  that all ques tions hav e been  answe red, it is signed , and the c orrect fe es are inc luded.  An application not meeting

these requirements is considered  incomplete, will not be considered filed an d will  not be processed until it is brought to a

complete status.

If an application is considered incomplete, an additional completion fee of $20.00 will be required, plus any applicable late fee.

Applications not brought to a complete status by the final eligibility deadline will be abandoned and no refund will be given.

Applicants should retain a copy of their completed application for reference.

APPLICATION ABANDONMENT

An application that is not bro ught to  a complete and filed status by the final eligibility deadline will be abandoned.  This includes

requisite fees, signature and/or the required documentation.  Once the application is filed, if the applicant receives notice to

provide information, but does not provide such information by the final eligibility deadline, the application will be abandoned.

No refund of fees will be paid in the event an application is abandoned.
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RETURNED CHECKS

A charge will be assessed when checks are not negotiated and are subsequently returned.  Any late filing fee in effect at the time the
check is covered will also be required.  Stopping payment on a check, dishonoring a check or disputing a credit card charge does
not constitute withdrawing from an examination.  Applicants who do so will be required to return the fees and pay any additional
fees required with a money order or cashier's check prior to being allowed to take any future examination.  All required fees must
be paid by the final eligibility deadline or the application will be abandoned and no refund of fees will be paid.

WITHDRAWALS

Written notice of withdrawal must be received in the Office of Admissions no later than the withdrawal deadline.

WITHDRAWAL REFUND POLICY

Deadlines for withdrawal refunds are specified in the Addendum.  Requests for refunds beyond the dates specified will not be

considered.

The transfer of fees from one examination to another is prohibited.

1. Withdrawal of applications and requests for refunds received within 30 days after the dead line fo r timely filing , will

be hon ored with a  60% re fund of a ll fees paid in c onjunc tion with the s ubject e xam ination. 

2. Withdrawal of applications and requests for refunds received within 45 days  after  the dead line fo r timely filing , will

be hon ored with a  30% re fund of a ll fees paid in c onjunc tion with the s ubject e xam ination.  

3. Requests for refunds filed in excess of 45 days after the deadline for timely filing, will not be considered.

Refunds requested due to hospitalization, death, or call to active duty will be considered in accordance with the Com mitte e's

policy.  A cop y of the policy is av ailable on line a t www.calbar.ca.gov or upon  reques t.

PROOF OF LAW STUDY

Following the filing of the application to take the First-Year Law Students' Examination, certification forms will be mailed to the

applica nt's law school for completion.  The school must certify the applicant's completion of one year of law study in compliance

with the Rules Regulating Admission to Practice Law in California. The required certification must be provided by the final

eligibility deadline.  If the law school fails to provide such certification, the applicant will be notified 10 bus iness da ys prior to

the dead line.  If p roof  of law  study is not  prov ided b y the fin al eligib ility dead line, th e app lication wil l be abandoned and no

refund of  fees  will be p aid

Note: Foreign educated applicants should contact the Office of Admissions regarding eligibility before filing an application.

INELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

Applican ts for an examination who are subsequently found not to have completed the re quis ite legal edu catio n will  be deemed

ineligible.  Such app licant s are  entitle d to a  60%  refund of  all fee s paid  in connection with the exam ination.  No refu nd w ill

be processed unless academic deficiency is substantiated by certified law schoo l transcripts, and such tran scripts

indicating all law study completed must be received by the Office of Admissions by the final eligibility deadline.

THE USE OF LAPTOP COMPUTERS

Applican ts wishing to use a laptop computer must select a laptop computer test center and pay the add itiona l non- refundable

fee. This includes applicants with disabilities who elect to use a comp uter.  Applicants must furnish their own laptop computers.

Applican ts preliminarily assigned to a laptop computer test center must be certified no later than O ctober 1 , 2003 in or der to

participate.  Applicants may begin registering with ExamSoft following receipt of notice of preliminary assignment to a laptop

test center, which will indicate the date registration will be open.  Final assignment to a laptop test center will be done on a first-

certified, first-final assignment basis.

To use a personal laptop computer during administration of the examination, applicants must be willing to do the following:
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• Bring a laptop personal computer that has ExamSoft’s SofTest software pre-installed and that has been registered

by a deadline  to be announced.  The software will be available for downloading from a designated website in advance

of the examination;

• Have a laptop computer with the following minimum specificatio ns: a Pentium 200 M hz Processor or industry

equivalen t, 25 megabytes  of free ha rd disk s pace, 2 4 me gabytes o f Ram , a W indows  95, 98, ME, 2000, NT or XP

Operating System, and  Internet Explorer 5.0 or higher;

• Have had experience working with the computer and the software prior to administration of the examination;

• Be willing to begin and/or continue with the examination by writing in the event there is a malfunction with the

computer, software, disks or other technical difficulties; and,

• Be willing to sign a waiver at the test center during the first morning of the examination confirming that the conditions

for participating in the prog ram  are und erstood , i.e., prior experience working with the software, writing the examination

if the software or computer is not working, and that the Committee assumes no liability in the event there is a

malfunction of the software or equipment, etc.

If the correct software has not been pre-installed and applicants have not been certified by ExamSoft by the established

deadlines, they w ill not be allow ed to  use their c om pute rs an d they will be required to take the examination at an alternate test

center. 

Upon conclusion of each session of the examination, applicants’ answers will be printed using printers pr ovided b y the State

Bar’s  Office of Admissions.  Applicants will be allowed to use the entire tim ed po rtion o f the e xam ination for  writing  their

examination answers.  Applicants will not be allowed to review their printed examination answers following conclusion of each

sessio n, and on ly unsucc essful a pplicants  will be allowed  to view their a nswer s after res ults have  been re leased. 

USE OF TYPEWRITERS AND WORD PROCESSORS

Applican ts who wish to type the examination must select a typing test center a nd pay the  additional no n-refun dable fee . In

addition to standard typewriters, certain word processing typewriters and word processors also may be used. Applicants must

furnish their own typewriters or word proces sors.  Please refer to the Addendum and special bulletin regarding the use of

typewriters and word processors during the First-Year Law Students’ Examination.

CRUCIAL INFORMATION FOR USE OF TYPEWRITERS, WORD PROCESSORS AND LAPTOP COMPUTERS

Applican ts who wish to use electric typewriters, word processors or laptop computers will be permitted to do so with the

understanding that the Committee does not assum e respon sibility for any po wer failure  or for machine malfunction.

Applicants using electric typewriters, word processors or laptop computers must be prepared to continue the

examination by writing in the event of any power failure, whether the failure is widespread or limited.  Applicants using

word processors should save their work product frequently.  If the power fails during an examination session, it may not be

restored during that session, and if an applicant loses power to his/her typewriter, word processor or laptop computer, the

applicant must finish the examination session by writing and must not create a disturbance by attempting to either persuade

the proctors to have repairs made or to make his/her own repairs.

The Committee does not accept any responsibility for the loss or damage of personal property, including typewriters,

word processors or laptop computers.

TESTING ACCOMM ODATIONS FOR APPLICANTS WITH DISABILITIES

Applicants with disabilities are encouraged to make arrangements for testing  accom mod ations  well  in advance of an

examination and should file a petition no later than at the time an  applica tion to  take an  exam ination  is filed.  Initial

processing of a p etition  gene rally tak es a m inim um  of 30  days  and processing of petitions requiring review by outside

consu ltants retained by the Com mittee o r those re quiring ad ditional doc ume ntation will, in m ost cas es, take  longer.  In order

to ensure that processing is completed timely and  that applica nts are able to avail themselves of all administrative remedies,

early filing is strongly encouraged.

Testing accommodations are available to individuals with mental or physical disabilities as defined under Rule XVII of the

Rules.  Depending on the nature of the disability, accommodations  ma y inclu de assistants (i.e. readers, helpers, etc.),

wheelchair access, perm ission to dic tate, custo mized  timing, se parate  testing room, customized examination materials (i.e.
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braille, large print, etc.), and permission to bring and use specific items or medical aids.  The applicant and his/her

physician/specialist should request what they think is necessary to allow the applicant to compete on an equal basis  with a ll

other ap plicants, an d provide  adequ ate rationa l to suppo rt their reque sts. 

The fo llowing doc ume ntation on  the Com mittee's  form s is require d to proc ess a re quest:

Form A:  Petition stating specific arrangements requested;

Form B, C, D, and/or E:  Medical certification/doctor’s statement or appropriate specialist’s statement; and,

Form  F:  Law sc hoo l state me nt explainin g any a ccomm oda tions  prov ided to the  applic ant during  law sc hoo l.

The Comm ittee’s policies, procedures and form s to file a petition for testing accommodations are available upon request or

they can b e acce ssed th rough th e Adm issions p ortion of the  State Ba r’s web p age at www.calbar.ca.gov.

Petitions without the required documentation will not be con sidered  com plete u ntil all neces sary do cum entatio n is

received, which must be no later than the final filing deadline.  Original forms, not copies, must be filed.  Subsequent

requests  for testing accommodations and new petitions for testing accommodations received after the final filing

deadline will not be processed for the October  2003 administration of the First-Year Law Students’ Examination.

ALL first-time  petition s, requ ests fo r expan ded a ccom mod ations  and p etitions filed by app licants w ith temp orary

disabilities must be filed separately from the application for the examination and mus t be on  the Co mm ittee’s forms.

See Addendum for deadlines.  DEADLINES WILL NOT BE EXTENDED.  Petitions should be sent to the San Francisco

Office of Adm issions.  A pplicants  with d isab ilities re questing  to use a typewrite r or co mp uter,  mu st pay the applica ble fee.  If,

however, their disability directly relates to use of such equipment, they may file for a refund of the fee paid by filing such request

with the Testing Accommodation department in San Francisco.  The request for a refund must be accompanied by  the

approp riate docu men tation from  their spec ialists, that sup ports the ir reques t.

SOUND SUPPRESSION EQUIPMENT

Applican ts who wis h to use a ny mate rial or equipment for the purpose of sound suppression during administration of the

examination, othe r than  ear p lugs  or pla stic m ateria l norm ally associated with the sport of swimming for the general purpose

of blocking the entry of liquids into the ear, must file a testing accommodations petition.

ITEMS ALLOWED INTO TEST CENTERS

Items allowed into  test cente rs withou t prior appr oval are inh alers, m edication , back s upports , wrist brac es/splints , seat

cushions, footstools, and pillows and ear plugs as spec ified in these instructions, subject to inspection by staff.

ITEMS NOT ALLOWED INTO TEST CENTERS – FOOD, BEVERAGES, ETC. PROHIBITED

Applican ts are not permitted to bring beverages and/or food into the examination room.  Additional items specifically not

allowed into test centers include, but are not limited to, such things as digital watches or clocks, backpacks, purses, notes,

beepers, hand -held  com pute rs, ce ll phon es, and ba seball type caps .  Applicants  with disabilities w ho requ ire imm ediate access

to these items must file testing accommodations petitions in accordance with the established policies, procedures and

deadline s. 

If applicants are found with unauthorized items in the examination room, the items will be confiscated, they will not be returned

and the fact tha t an applica nt had an  unautho rized item in the examination room will be reported to the Committee.

Unauthorized items include, but are not limited to, such things as cell phones, pagers, programable watches/clocks, etc.

PICTURE ID REQUIRED

During the morning session of the examination, applicants will be asked to show a photograph ID card (Driver's License,

Calif ornia  Identification Card, Passport or photograph employment badge) for the purpose of verification of ide ntity.  Applicants

must carry this photograph identification card at all times during the examination.   Applicants who fail to provide

such identification prior to the start of the afternoon session will not be allowed to continue the examination and their

examination papers will not be graded.

SUBJECTS TESTED ON THE EXAMINATION
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The subj ects  cove red in  this exam ination are:  Contracts, Criminal Law, and Torts.  An answer based upon legal theories and

principles of general applicability is sufficient; detailed knowledge of California law is not required.  All of Article 1 and all of

Article 2 of th e Unifor m C omm ercial Co de sho uld be us ed whe re pertinen t.

SCHEDULE OF THE EXAMINATION

The First-Year Law Students' Examination is administered in one day.  The morning session is a maximum  of fou r hou rs in

duration, and the afternoon session is a maximum of three hours.  Four (4) essay questions are given during the morning

sessio n and 10 0 mu ltiple-choice  question s during th e afterno on ses sion.  Th ere is a lunc h break  betwee n sess ions. 

 

GRADING OF THE EXAMINATION

All examination answ ers subm itted will be graded.  This includes the answ ers of applicants who may get ill during the

examin ation  and d o not  com plete  the exam ination in its e ntirety.

The passing sc ore for the First-Year Law Students’ Exam ination is a total scaled score of 560 or higher.

An applicant’s multiple-choice score will be the number of items answered correctly.  Multiple-choice raw scores will be

converted to a 400-point scale.  This process adjusts for the possible differences between administrations of the examination

in the average difficulty of their multiple-choice items.  As a result, an applicant’s multiple-choice score will not be affected by

the difficulty of the particular version of the examination that the applicant takes.

An applicant’s raw score on an essay question can range between 40 and 100.  Total raw essay scores can therefore range

between 160 and 400 points.  Total raw essay scores will be converted to the same 400-point scale of measurement as that

used for multiple-choice portion.  This is done to adjust for the possible differences between administrations of the examination

in the average difficulty of their essay ques tions  and f or va riation s in gr ade r stan dard s.  Co nsequently, an  applic ant’s  adjusted

essay sco re on  the 400-p oint scale  will not be affected by possible differences between administrations in the difficulty of the

essay questions or by fluctuations in grader standards.

An applic ant’s  total s core  on the exa min ation  is the sum of that applicant’s converted scores on the multiple-choice and essay

sections.  This step gives these sections equal weight in determining the total score.  Applicants need a total scaled score of

560 or h igher to pa ss the e xam ination. 

FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS’ EXAMINATION STUDY AIDS

Materials  that mig ht be of as sistance  to applicants in determining what the Comm ittee desires in an answer to a First-Year Law

Students’ Exa min ation  ques tion a re available  in the form of Essay Questions and Selected Answer booklets.  See Addendum

for additional information regarding current booklets available and costs.

FURTHER COMMUNICATION

An offic ial rec ord o f all co mm unications is re quire d.  Th e Co mm ittee re quests th at inquiries  be su bm itted in  writing .  This  will

enable the staff to review the applicant’s record prior to responding and provide for precise rather than generalized responses.

If an inquiry relates to a genuine emergency and requires im mediate attention, the following telephone numbers  are provided:

                 First-Year Law Students' Examination Eligibility                      (213) 765-1500

                 TDD Number:                                                                           (213) 765-1566

ADMITTANCE CARDS

Admittance cards are mailed to eligible applicant beginning four weeks prior to the administration of the examination.  Any

applicant not receiving an admittance card by the Wednesday prior to the examination, who has not otherwise been notified

of being ineligible, must contact the Los Angeles Office of Admissions and arrange to secure a duplicate card.

Please keep the Office of Admissions informed in writing of any changes of address.
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EXAMINATION ATTENDANCE POLICY

If you do not attend a required, scheduled examination session, you will not be permitted to attend any remaining examination

session(s).  For instance, if you are an applicant taking the First-Year Law Students’ Examination and you do not attend the

Tuesday morning session, you will not be allowed to take the remaining session on Tuesday afternoon.

IMPORTANT!

Before mailing the application, the applicant should check the following:

[   ]     Is the correct fee included?

[   ]     Is the examination Test Center indicated on the application?

[   ]     Is eac h que stion  answ ered  fully an d com plete ly?

[   ]     Is the application signed?

A $20.00 Completion fee will be charged for any application which is found to be incomplete in any way.
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                        THE COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS

                                                  OF

                            THE ST ATE BAR OF CAL IFORNIA

                                  OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

ADDENDUM TO INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION TO TAKE

THE OCTOBER 2003 FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS' EXAMINATION

DATE: Tuesday, October 28, 2003

TIME: Morning and Afternoon

TEST CENTERS

App licants  mus t selec t the tes t cente r as well as th e city in w hich th ey wish  to take  the exam ination .  

Only  those applicants with permanent disabilities who have previously been granted testing accommodations and

who wish to request the exact same accommodations should select a testing accommodations test center (those

with a code number starting with an “S”).  Selection of a testing accommodations test center initiates the request

for testing accommodations for this administration of the examination, but does not guarantee assignment to that

test center.   All other applicants with disabilities should select from the non-testing accommodations test cente rs

listed below.  If after filing the application form, ap plicants  are gran ted accom mod ations , in mo st cas es, the y will

be assigned to a testing accommodations test center in the general area of their first choice.

South San Francisco Conference Center Code  W 603 –  W riters

255 South Airport Blvd. Cod e T6 03  –  Typis ts

South San Francisco Code L603  – Laptop Computer

Code S604  – Testing Accommodations

Pasadena Convention Center Code  W 102 –  W riters

300 East Green Street Cod e T1 02  –  Typis ts

Pasadena Code L102  – Laptop Computer

Office of Admissions Code S105  – Testing Accommodations

The  State  Bar o f Califo rnia

1149 South Hill Street, Los Angeles

FEES

All applicants must pay the required fees.

First-Year Law Students' Examination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $395.00

Typing Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $67.00

Laptop Computer Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $100.00

Checks should be made payable to The State  Bar O f Califo rnia .

TIMELY FILING DEADLINE: August 1, 2003

To avoid payment of a late filing fee, an application must be received in the State Bar's Admissions offices, or be

postmarked, on or before August 1, 2003.

LATE FILING INFORMATION

In add ition to  the a pplication  fee,  all ap plica tions  filed b etwe en th e da tes lis ted b elow  must be  accompan ied b y a

late filing fee.
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DATES FEE LATE FEE TOTAL FEE

August 2, 2003 to $395     + $  25.00     =            $420.00

August 22, 2003

August 23 , 2003 to $395     + $200.00    =             $595.00

September 2, 2003

All applic ations  and fe es, inc luding  any late  fees in  effect, m ust be  receive d in the  Office o f Admissions

no later than September 2, 2003. Checks should be made payable to the State Bar of California.  

TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS FOR APPLICANTS WITH DISABILITIES

All petitions for testing accommodations base d upo n disa bilities ex isting p rior to September 2, 2003, must be

received by the Committee no later than September 2, 2003, although earlier filing is strongly encouraged.

Petitions may b e filed p rior to filing an application to take the examination; however, the applicant must be

registe red w ith the C omm ittee, oth erwise the  petition  will not b e process ed. 

RETURNED CHECKS

A charge of $20.00 will be asses sed w hen  chec ks are  not ne gotiate d and retu rned .  Any late filing fee in effect

at the time the check is covered will also be required.  Stopping payment on a check, dishonoring a check

or disputing a credit card charge does not constitute withdrawing from an examination.  Applicants who

do so will be required to return the fee, and pay any additional fees required prior to being allowed to take

any future examination.

COMPLETION OF APPLICATION

Before  filing the  app lication , pleas e che ck to s ee that all questions have been answered, the application is signed

and the correct fee is included. Any application not m eeting  these  requ ireme nts is c onsid ered  incom plete a nd w ill

not be co nside red filed un til it is brought to  a com plete s tatus.  If an application is cons idere d incomplete , a

completion fee of $20 .00 w ill be required, in addition to any late fees applicable at the time the application

is brought to a complete and filed status.  Applications that are not brought to a complete and filed status

with in 60 days o f rece ipt, or b y the fin al elig ibility de adline, Oc tobe r 14, 2003 ,  will be abandoned.  No

refund of fees will be paid in the event an application is abandoned.

PROOF OF LAW STUDY

Certific ation/T ranscripts  verifying completion of one year of law study mus t be  su bmitte d for firs t-time a pplica nts

by October 14, 2003.  Otherwise, the application will be abandoned and no refund will be processed.

LAPTOP COMPUTER

All applicants wishing to use a laptop computer must furnish their own laptop computers, select a laptop computer

test center and pay the add itional non-refun dab le fee  of $100.00.  Please s ee the Instruction s for A pplica tion to

take the First-Year Law Students’ Exam ination  for info rmatio n regarding the  use o f laptop com pute rs. Applican ts

prelim inarily assigned to a laptop test center must be certified no later than October 1, 2003 in order to participate.

Final assig nme nt to a la ptop  test ce nter w ill be done on a first-certified, first-final assignment basis.  Applicants who

do no t get certified  by the de adline w ill be assig ned to  an altern ate test c enter.
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CRUCIAL INFORMATION FOR TYPISTS

A fee of $67.00 is required to type the examination using a typewriter or word processor.  Applicants must furnish

their own machines and comply with the requirements specified in the instructions regarding the use of typewriters

and word processors.  A $15.00 late filing fee must accompany a request to type received subsequent to the filing

of an application (a total of $82.00).  All requests to change from a writing test center to a typing test center must

be in writing, must be received on or before October 1, 2003, and must be accompanied by a non-refundable fee

of $82.00

WITHDRAW AL REFUND DEADLINES

The last day for withdrawal from the examination with 60% refund of fees is September 2, 2003.  The last day for

withdrawal from the examination with 30% refund of fees is September 15, 2003.    Withdrawal requests received

after September 15, 2003 will not be processed.

TEST CENTER CHANGES

App licants  wishing to change the test center to which they have been assigned must submit a written request and

such request must be received in the Los Angeles Office of Admissions by October 1, 2003.

The deadline for proving ineligibility for the examination and an entitlement to a 60 % re fund  of fee s is October 14,

2003.

FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS’ EXAMINATION STUDY AIDS

Forms to order materials that might be of assistance to applicants in determining that which the Committee desires

in an answer to a First-Year Law Students’ Examination question are available through the Admissions portion

(“Bar Exam”) of the S tate Bar’s website located at ww w.calbar.ca.gov.

Commencing with the June 200 2 examination th e essay questions a nd se lected a nswe rs for tha t and fu ture

examinations are availab le free  of charge  on the Sta te Ba r of Ca lifornia ’s web site at www.calbar.ca.gov.  Study

aids f rom th e Oc tober 2003 exa mina tion will b e ava ilable in  Decemb er 2003. 



281SFweb/0603 11

THE COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS
        OF

   THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
          OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

For Office Use

Only  

               APPLICATION FOR FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS' EXAMINATION
               Must be  typew ritten or p rinted le gibly

Application Number  

1.1     Examination Applied for:  _______________________ 1.2     Last Examination Applied for:  _______________________
                  Month/Year   Month/Year

1.3 Social Security #:  _________-_________-_________       1.4 Date of Birth:_____________________________________
               Month/Day/Year

1.5 Applicant's Full Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
Last       First                   Middle

1.6 Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

         ___________________________________________________________________________________________

1.7 E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

It is the applicant's responsibility to submit address changes in writing to the State Bar's Office of Admissions.  All correspondence will be
mailed to current mailing address.

1.8 Telephone: (________)_________________________ 1.9 Birthplace: _______________________________________
                       City/State/Country

1.10 Test Center Code (See Instructions):  _____________  1.11 Test Center Name:  ________________________________

1.12  G  Handwrite     G  Typewriter / Word Processors (See Fee Schedule and Instructions)  

 G   Laptop Computer (See Fee Schedule and Instructions) 

1.13 Have you previously been granted testing accommodations to take the First-Year Law Students’ Examination administered by the

Committee of Bar Examiners and do you request exactly the same testing accommodation for this examination?        G YES  G NO

Are you an applicant with a disability who intends to petition for testing accommodation or who intends to petition

for expanded testing accommodations?            G YES  G NO

  
CAUTION: Petitions for new, revised or expanded testing accommodations or for temporary disabilities must be submitted under separate cover
by the deadlines specified in the application instructions.  Petition forms are available by download from the State Bar’s website at
www.calbar.ca.gov or upon request from the Office of Admissions. 

1.14 G YES  G NO

I authorize the publication by the Committee of Bar Examiners of such of my examination answers as the Committee may select, it being
understood that any publication of any of my answers will not be accompanied by any identification of the writer thereof.

G YES  G NO    I further authorize the Committee of Bar Examiners to grant to such persons or entities as the Committee chooses
permission to publish such of my examination answers as the Committee selects.  I understand I will not be compensated for publication
of my answers by either the Committee of Bar Examiners or such persons or entities to whom the Committee grants a license.
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2.1 REGISTRATION AS A LAW STUDENT (Rule V, Section 1, Rules Regulating Admission to Practice Law in California (Rules), (Select one):

G Previously registered _______________________   (A separate registration form must have been filed with the State Bar's
      Month/Year         Office of Admissions.)

G Name under which you registered if different:  _________________________________________________________________ 

G Registering now  (If you have not previously registered, you are required to file a separate registration form concurrent with this
application.)

2.2      LEGAL EDUCATION (See Proof of Law Study in "Instructions for Applicants") 

Indicate all  law study completed even if you do not claim credit for it.  Include correspondence law study and law office study.

Note:  If you claim credit for law office study, you must have filed Supervising Attorney Reports on the appropriate form, pursuant to Rule
VII, Section 7 of the Rules.
Note: Foreign educated applicants should contact the Office of Admissions before filing an application.

Name of School(s) or Law Study Office(s)
Dates Attended

From:     To:
Month  Year     Month Year

ARE YOU A SPECIAL STUDENT AT AN ACCREDITED LAW SCHOOL?     G  YES       G NO      

DECLARATION

The person named as the applicant in the foregoing application and questionnaire, declares:

I have carefully read the questions in the foregoing questionnaire and have answered them truthfully, fully and completely, without mental
reservations of any kind.

I hereby authorize educational or other institutions or agencies to release to the Committee of Bar Examiners any information, files, transcripts
or records requested by the Committee in connection with the processing of this application.

I hereby certify that I understand that I must comply with all of the requirements of the Rules Regulating Admission To Practice Law in California.

I authorize the Committee of Bar Examiners to release my results from this examination to the law school to which I have been allocated.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that my answers to the foregoing questionnaire and all statements
made by me herein are true and correct.

I fully understand that the Committee of Bar Examiners is the sole judge of the validity of the examination and at its discretion, may determine
that the result of any test or any part of any test or any individual's score is not valid.  Should the Committee invalidate any part of the test, or
if any individual's test is declared invalid or cannot be graded, the Committee may, at its discretion, decide to make a pass/fail decision on the
basis of the valid portion of the applicant's test product available to the Committee.  Should the Committee at any time determine that an
insufficient test product is available upon which to base a valid pass/fail decision, the Committee may require the applicant to present
himself/herself for re-testing at a place and time designated by the Committee.

 Executed on:__________________________________________________
(Date)

At: ____________________________________________________________
                    (Street and Number)

____________________________________________________________
(City, State, Zip)

SIGN HERE: __________________________________________________
(Signature of Declarant)



281SFweb/0603 13

3.1 SEE ENCLOSED FEE SCHEDULE (The application will not be considered filed unless the proper fee is enclosed.)

Application Fee $_   __   ______________

Typewriter/Word Processor Fee $____________________

Laptop Computer Fee $____________________

Late Filing Fee $____________________

Total Amount $____________________

Make check payable to the State Bar of California.

SEND COMPLETED APPLICATION, PAYMENT COUPON BELOW AND FEES TO:

The State Bar of California
Department 7143
Los Angeles, CA 90088-7143

If an applicant wished to send the application certified with return receipt, the envelope must be mailed to
the following address:

Office of Admissions
The State Bar of California
1149 South Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2299

This  payment coupon must be subm itted w ith you r app lication.  Please  fill in your name, social security number, and amount paid.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Payment Coupon_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3 PAYMENT COUPON - FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS' EXAMINATION
Office of Admissions

The State Bar of California

__________________________________________________  
Last Name        Application Fee:                $ 395.00       ___________

__________________________________________________          Late Application Fee:       $  25.00 (A)  ___________
First Name & Initial             (Refer to Addendum)

$200.00 (B)  ___________
________________ - ______________ - _________________        Typewriter/
Social Security Number        Word Processor Fee: $  67.00 (C)  ___________

        Laptop Computer Fee:     $100.00 (D)  ___________

       TOT AL PA ID:                          ____________
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THE COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS

OF

THE S TATE  BAR O F CAL IFORNIA

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING USE OF TYPEWRITERS AND 
WORD PROCESSORS DURING 

THE FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS’ EXAMINATION

Manual typewriters, standard electronic typewriters,

word proces sing typewriters, portab le personal word

processors, and desktop publishers may be used to

take the F irst-Year L aw S tude nts’ E xam ination.  All

machines must have the capability to print examination

answers.  Answers on disks will no t be accepted for

grading.

W ord processing typewriters, portable personal word

processors  and desktop publishers (collectively re-

ferred to as word processing m achines) are typewriter-

type mach ines that are dedicated to the function of

word processing.  They may contain features such as

spe ll checkers, thesaurus, or spreadsheet templates.

They are not (f or pu rpos es of  this docume nt) software

programs fo r use on a general purpose  computer.

Acc epta ble machines can disp lay multiple lines or most

of a page on a screen prior to printing.  In addition to

internal working memory, word processors often

provide for ex terna l me mo ry in the form  of disks . In

most cases, the interna l memory is erased when the

power cord is disconnected. While some of the earlier

mo dels  have the display built in, newer mo dels are

offering separate monitors–but still are called "porta-

ble." 

All mo dels  of manual and s tandard electric typewriters

may be used to take the First-Year Law Students’

Examination.  In addition, the following models of word

processing typewriters, word processors and desktop

publishers may be used if they are found to be una l-

tered, and without mem orized files other than standard

word processing software. ( Note : Und erline d m ode ls

have been recently discontinued, but may still be

availa ble for purcha se at so me s tores: Brother (WP

series, DP series, and PDP series), Canon (Starwriter

series), IBM LEXMARK (Wheelwriter series), SMC or

Smith Corona (SD series, WP series, PWP series ),

Sharp  (PA series). Additionally, the Brother series of

Personal Electronic Notebooks (the P N se ries)  is

acceptable provided no files are stored in the internal

me mo ry.

Machines from other manufacturers, as well as newer

mo dels  of the machines from the manufacturers listed

above, may be allowed if they are found to have no

more  capability than found in the models listed and

discussed in the general descr iptions abo ve.  In

general,  this means the machines must be dedicated

word  processors  and not general purpose com puters

with word processing software . If a machine other than

those listed abov e is broug ht to the tes t center, it is

imperative that the applicant also bring the instruction

manual in the event the  inspecto rs are no t familiar w ith

that m achine. 

Due to limited space, only those machines generally

considered as portable will be permitted.  One piece

units are preferred. Mac hines  with s epa rate u nits w ill

be accepte d pro vided that th e m onito r can  be po si-

tioned on top of, or directly behind the keyboa rd unit.

This  means that a  monitor should be no larger than

14".

All typewriters, w ord proc essing typ ewriters, word

processors, desktop publishers, disks and  printers

brought to the examination are subject to inspection

prior to the beginning of the examination.  Applicants

must be fam iliar with the opera tion o f their  ma chines in

advance of the examination, including but not limited  to

setting m argins an d printing of  text. 

Inspection is for the purpose of determining whether

the typewriter, word processing typewriter, word

processor or desktop publisher is acceptable for use

during the examination.  In every instance where a

machine is found to be unacceptable, the owner will be

required to provide an alternate machine that passes

inspection or complete the examination in writing.

6Inspection of ma nual, s tandard electronic type-

writers  and word processing machines will be con-

ducted from 2 :00 p.m . - 4:00 p.m. on M onday,

October 27, 2003 at the test centers.



1537sf1003

Applican ts planning to  use wo rd proce ssing type writ-

ers, word processors  or desktop publishers  must  have

their machines and all disks (1-2 separate disks that

have been previously formatted)  inspected.

Applican ts who fail to have their typewriters or word

processors  inspecte d prior to the commencem ent of

the exam ination will not be granted addition al time to

continue the typing of answers past the norm al exa mi-

nation session termination time.

Following approval of a typewriter or word processing

machine, a label will be affixed to the machine by staff.

The label must be left on the machine for the duration

of the examination and only machines with the ap-

proved label will be allowed into the examination test

center.

If a word processing ma chine with  intern al m em ory is

brought to the exam ination, it is critical that all files be

erased from  the int erna l me mo ry prior  to check ing in  at

the examination test center.  The directory will be

checked for memorized files, and any machine having

such files will be rejected. If the word processor you

bring to the examination has a internal address book,

calendar or sim ilar fea tures , it is im pera tive that all

entries be  erased  prior to insp ection. 

If a word proces sing m achine is  brough t to the exam i-

nation and it is the ap plicant's intention to use the

external disk function, a minimum of one (1) and not

more  than two (2) floppy disks must be b rought to

the examination test center on the day of inspec-

tion.  The  disk s m ust be new  (prev ious ly unused) and

must be forma tted (initialized) in advance.  It is not

sufficient to era se all f iles fro m a  prev ious ly used disk

since some wo rd processors retain these files in case

of accidental deletion.  If for some reason a disk is not

formatted at the time of inspection, the applica nt will  be

required to format the disk without assistance from

staff.

The disk directories will be checked, and if any pre-

programmed files a re found , the d isks  will not be

permitted into the examination test center, even if they

con tain only additional features such as a thesaurus.

Approved disks will be labeled and sealed in envelopes

provided by staff. At the end of the morning session,

the app licant s us ing dis ks w ill be require d to hand  in

the used disks to the proctors.  The disks will be

retained by the Committee of Bar Examiners and

destroyed after the examination.  The disks will not be

returned to the app licant.  Disks not used and that

rem ain in the sealed envelopes will be returned to the

applicants upon conclusion of the examination.

All answers must be printed on the paper provided.

Typing of answers must be completed when time  is

called.  If an applicant continues to type after time has

been called, the applicant will be cited and may be

referred to the Committee under procedures estab-

lished by Rule XII, of the Rules.  Printing of examina-

tion answers using approved word processors may

now be completed after time is called under the

procedures announced before the written portion of

the examination. 

Each applicant will be allowed to use up  to two outlets

for the purpose of plugging in their machine.  The extra

outlet, if not needed to make the machine operable,

may not be used for any other purpose, such as plug-

ging in a lamp, clock or extra po wer sup ply.  Applicants

using ma chines re quirin g bat teries , mu st brin g a su ffi-

cient supply of charged batteries as the electrical ou tlets

at the test centers will not be available for the purpose

of charging or recharging batteries.

Applican ts using word processing machines who saved

their  answers using the internal memo ry will be required

to remain or return at the conclusion of the examination

session for the purpose of erasing their answers from

that ses sion of the  exam ination.  

If an applicant's typewriter or word processing machine

fails  to operate  prop erly for  any re ason, the  appli cant

must be prepared to continue the examination using an

alternate  typewriter that has been inspected and ap-

proved or write the examination.  The Comm ittee does

not assume responsibility for any power failure or failure

of a typewrite r, word proces sor or dis k to ope rate

properly. 

 

In the event of a loss of power, applicants must be

prepared to continue the examination by writing or using

a typewriter w ith a battery ba ck-up . 

Approval of a specific typewriter or word processor

for one examination does not constitute approval of

the same machine for future examinations.   


